the bookmark
Fall 2022

NEWS FROM WISSAHICKON VALLEY PUBLIC LIBRARY

New York Times Best Selling Author
Do you recognize the theater on the book
Matthew Quick Back at the Ambler Theater cover? Yes, it’s the Ambler Theater. The

Wissahickon Valley and Upper Dublin
Public Libraries hosted Matthew at the
Ambler Theater and it inspired this book.
He is coming back to the theater Thursday,
December 8 at 7 PM to discuss his new
book, "We are the Light." It is a poignant
and hopeful novel about a widower who
takes in a grieving teenager and inspires a
magical revival in their small town.
Matthew Quick is the New York Times
bestselling author of The Silver Linings
Playbook, which was made into an Oscarwinning film, The Good Luck of Right Now,
Love May Fail, The Reason You’re Alive, and
four young adult novels. The Hollywood
Reporter has named him one of
Hollywood’s 25 Most Powerful Authors.
Matthew lives with his wife, the novelist
Alicia Bessette, on North Carolina’s Outer
Banks. Tickets are available for purchase
at amblertheater.org or at the box office.

What’s all the

Main Library Starting
Renovation
During planning for 2022-2027 Strategic Plan
(wvpl.org), the library identified the need to renovate
the Main Library in Blue Bell. Roofers have stated
that it’s now time for a new roof, which is 42 years
old. That will be the first step. Next the library will
focus on correcting any plumbing issues, before the
parking lot is regraded and repaved. Then come the
fun updates, like new carpet, paint and some
furniture. The library plans on creating another
public conference room and making the current
study rooms more appealing. The library has applied
for a Keystone Grant in order to help pay for the new
roof. Please cross your fingers for us or better yet,
donate. You can write "BB Renovation" on the memo
line of the check, or as a note if you donate online.
Stay tuned for updates.

Did you know that you can take the library
anywhere you go? Hoopla is an app where
you can instantly borrow items such as eBooks,
audiobooks, comics, movies, and music with
your Wissahickon Valley Public Library card
from anywhere in the world, 24/7. You can
download the Hoopla app to your
smartphone, tablet, and even a smart TV!
There’s no waiting, no late fees, and it is
always at your fingertips. Thanks to the Office
of Commonwealth Libraries and the Institute
of Museum and Library Services, WVPL was
awarded $12,942 in funds from the American
Rescue Plan. With this money, we paid for a
six-month Hoopla subscription in an effort to
increase access to resources like Hoopla. With
Hoopla, there’s something for everyone!
Download the app today to check it out!
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Diversity Audit
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15 Questions
with:

The library received a $15,000 grant from the
VNA Foundation of Greater North Penn to
conduct a diversity audit of the library’s
collection. It allows us to use a service to
compare our collections against the Library of
Congress, and other libraries, to see how many
diverse titles we have, then they suggest
possible titles for purchase. Staff couldn’t be
happier to be making our collection even more
diverse like our patrons. This aligns with our
Racial Equity Plan and our 2022-2027
Strategic Plan.

Delia
Tash
Ambler Children's Librarian

If you didn't have to sleep, what would you do with
the extra time? Read!

What fictional place would you most like to go? The
Chocolate Factory.
What songs have you completely memorized? Build
Me Up Buttercup.

New Library Programs at Ambler

What pets did you have growing up? Two bunnies:
Ruby and Malvolio.

Learn about The History of the Underground Railroad in
Montgomery County November 30 at the Ambler Library.
During this lecture, local historian Ryan J. Conroy will look
at specific properties and individuals that played a part
in leading slaves to freedom. You will learn about the
history of the Underground Railroad in Montgomery
County and how our area played such an intricate role in
one of the most courageous and dangerous missions in
US History. There were many abolitionist and station
stops throughout the area, so please join us in learning
about those locations and the people.

What are some small things that make your day
better? Talking with friends, playing with my cat, when
someone comes back to the library to tell me that they
liked a book I suggested.

Beginner ESL classes every Wednesday morning at
10am.There is a rolling admission so you can join anytime.

Volunteer
Spotlight

Gail
Rumsey

Gail Rumsey is a 10-year volunteer veteran with
the Blue Bell Library. She started shortly after she
retired. She has always loved to read and be
around books. After visiting a few area libraries,
she chose to volunteer at the Blue Bell library,
stating that she liked the staff and the other
volunteers. She thought it would be a wonderful
place to spend her time. Over the years, she’s
done a range of volunteer jobs. Now, she handles
the holds on Fridays. She enjoys reading British
mysteries, thrillers, biographies and an occasional
best seller. Her current favorite authors are Elly
Griffiths and Louise Penny. She likes to spend
time with her 5 grandchildren, scrapbooking and
walking her dog, Murphy, a terrier mix.

What TV shows are you into? I don’t watch much
television but the last one I binged was “Feel Good” on
Netflix. I was also a fan of the show “Awkward.”
What would be your ideal way to spend a
weekend? Board game marathon in a cabin in the
woods with friends.
What are your favorite books? The Shining, Tell the
Wolves I’m Home, Inheritance Games, Perks of Being A
Wallflower and There, there.
What is your favorite day of the year? My birthday.
Where is the farthest you've been from home?
California.
What is the most heartwarming thing you've seen
recently? My nephew sharing with my niece.
What is the city in which you would most like to
live? Happy where I am.
What movie title best describes your life? Romy and
Michelle’s High School Reunion.
What is the luckiest thing that has ever happened
to you? I’ve never broken any bones.
What is the best compliment you have received?
That I have a big heart.
Your continued support matters. It helps to
purchase great books and bring new programs
for the community. Will you please donate?
You can use the enclosed envelope or go to

www.wvpl.org/donate
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Patron Story

Thank You Donors
The library received $67,564 in donations
during the 2021-2022 fiscal year. This is
what your generous donations provided for
the community:
100 educational workshops for 1,000
adults
250 story times for 12,500 children
3,000 children’s books
1,650 adult books and eBooks

Father came in with his children and his
brother. They reminisced about books they
loved as children and commented on how
happy the children’s area looked and made
them feel. The father said he wished he
had half as much talent at the children’s
librarian. Then he said, “It smells like
crayons in here, in a good way.” We just
love being that special place for families.

Wonderbooks
Wonderbooks are a new addition to our
library collection and have become very
popular! These picture books have a built-in
audio element that is ready-to-play so that
children can listen as they turn the pages on
their own. There is no need for a Wi-Fi
connection or CD. Kids will simply press play
to read along and can switch to learning
mode for literacy learning and fun! Here are
ten Wonderbooks to check out during your
next visit to the library:
Escargot by Dashka Slater
The Magician's Hat by Malcolm Mitchell
Ocean!: Waves For All by Stacy McAnulty
The Darkest Dark by Chris Hadfield
Señorita Mariposa by Ben Gunderscheimer
Come on, Rain! by Karen Hesse
Eyes that Kiss in the Corners by Joanna Ho
Reading Makes You Feel Good by Todd Parr
Lola Goes To School by Anna McQuinn
Carmela Full of Wishes by Matt de la Peña

It’s Good to Have
The Blue Bell Friends are working hard on book
sales and plan to give the library $20,000 towards
the Main Library's renovation. They have also paid
$2,476 for fundraising software and $948 for our
recycling. The Ambler Friends planned a great
fundraiser at Tannery Run on Sept. 22 and raised
$540. They have donated $600 towards programs,
$200 towards new shrubs and plants and $600 for
3D Doodle Pens for Kids STEAM programs. Thank
you to all our hard working Friends.

Spring Fling Wrap Up
WVPL wants to thank everyone who helped
our Spring Fling this year. It was our best
success yet, earning $22,563. Specifically,
we want to thank Panache Woodfire Grille
and Ristorante Castillo for donating the
plentiful and delicious appetizers.
And we give a special thanks to our
sponsors:
Sally West Williams, Caddick Utilities LLC,
Haverford Trust, Mary Claghorn, R.S. Hillas
Family, Rosemary and Jim Garrity, Dick and
Kathy Target, Anton B. Urban Funeral
Home, and Elliott-Lewis.
We also want to thank everyone who
donated money, items for the library
auction or attended the Gala. We could
not have had such a successful event
without you. Thank You!
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Wissahickon Valley Public Library - We're here to serve you!

On Going Programs at the Library
Blue Bell Branch:

Ambler Branch:

Mondays
Online ESL Group
Chess Club
Continuing Tai Chi
Beginning Tai Chi
Yoga

Mondays
Preschool Storytime
Online ESL Group
Beading Group (1st and 3rd
Mondays)
Yoga

Tuesdays
Storytime
Knitting
Online ESL Group
Movie Matinee

Tuesdays
Baby Storytime
Online ESL Group
Wednesdays
Beginner ESL

Wednesdays
Book Club (1st Wednesdays) Thursdays
Yoga
Meditation Group
Book Group (2nd
Thursdays)
Thursdays
Toddler Storytime
Fridays
Socrates Cafe
Yarn cafe
Fridays
Saturdays
Baby Wiggles
Reading to the Dogs (3rd
Mahjong Group
Saturday)
Saturdays
Mystery Book Group (3rd
Saturdays)
Tutoring

Main Library
650 Skippack Pike
Blue Bell, PA 19422
wvpl.org
215-643-1320
Ambler Branch
209 Race Street
Ambler, PA 19002
wvpl.org
215-646-1072
Current Hours:
Mon-Thurs 10-8 PM
Fri & Sat 1-5 PM
Sundays 1-4 PM at BB
WVPL is now Fine Free and
Features Auto-Renewals.
Items returned to WVPL will not be
charged late fines.

Support the Blue Bell
Branch Renovation.
Please donate !
wvpl.org/donate

